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and all virtue from the house-top. Dr. Johnson says there is merit in main-
taining good principles, though the preacher is seduced into violation of
them. This is true. Good theory is something. But a theory of living,
and of dying, too, made up of the elements of hatred to religion, contempt
of morals, and defiance of the opinion of all the decent part of the public,
'when, before, has a man of letters avowed it ? If Milton were alive, to
recast certain prominent characters in his great epic, he could embellish
them -with new traits, without violating probability.

" Walter Scott's letter, toward the end of the book, is much too chari-
table.

"I find hi one of Lord Byron's letters a suggestion that a part or the
whole of ' Eobinson Crusoe' was written, while in prison, by the first Lord
Oxford (Robert Harley), and by him given to Defoe. Is there any such
suggestion anywhere else? I do not believe it. Defoe's (his true name
"was Foe) other works show he could write 'Robinson Crusoe.' Harley
has left no proof of his capacity for such a work. "While on the subject
of books, whither I have strayed, I know not how, allow me to say there
is one I want to see. It is Johnson's ' Shakespeare.' I covet a sight of
that book, just as S. J. left it. His first edition, was about 1705 or ;60.
Did he publish a second ? Ton are not only a man for books in general,
but for Shakespeare in particular, and can tell me. If yon have the
book, I shall get a reading of it; if you have it not, I wish you would
order it on my account, the next time you write Mr. Rich. I suppose the
first edition was folio, but know not.

"We have the April number of the North American here, and I have
run over its articles. I think them good, generally speaking, but am not
satisfied with that on Mr. Jefferson's correspondence. Early diplomatic
history is interesting.

"I shall make no more speeches. What I have done, even, was not
with malice prepense. Make our best regards to Mrs. Ticknor, and believe
me always truly yours,

"D. WEBSTER."

[FROM  MR.   STOKER, OF  OHIO.]

" Crscrs-jJAii. OHIO, April 11,1S30.

"My DEAR SIR: Our friend Judge Bumet will hand you the retainer
for our city, and I will, at an early day, transmit you a full statement of
the case.

"I have just been relieved from a few weeks' session of our court, and
feel too much fatigued to prepare so full a history of the matters involved
in our suit as I wish.

" It has yielded me the most unmmgled pleasure to read, in your late
address in the Senate, the defence of our fathers, and the principles of our
fathers. There cannot be a New-Englander whose soul has not kindled up
within him, whose energies have not been awakened, if he has .perused